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SEGRET

ATTACHNMUNT

' Conclusions Reached by“Space Intelligence Panel

it i clear thet the Soviet space progrom is big,
gonerally competitive, and varsatile. Its najor objecctive
ig to cabance the techunologicarl and militsry imoge of the
USSR rolastive to that of the United States by means of
major accomplishments in ampace, It is not now possible to
deternmine with certointy the specific dircction {he Sovicts
will toke in attompting to meot this major objective. In
ilarge measure, this reasulis from the high dogree of flexi-
bility afforded Boviet planners by tho range of propulsion
systems undey dovelopment in the USSR. Those potions
visible to us to dato are not inconsistent with » nmonned
lunzi lending program competitive with Apollo. NKNelthor
sre they inconsisteat with a major manned space station
program nor with other projects such ns an eaxly msnned
circunlunar £light simed at reducing the world impuct of
& succogsful Apolle landing. £Since this focus of the
progrem % not as yet evident, the poseibility that it
moy be competitive manned lunay landing cannot be ruled
out. If this is in frct the case, we are quite cexizin
they are not shead of the United States in this progran
but are rether from 0 to 18 moniths behind.

In considering this problen, a peed wap immsdicotoly
folt for improved 'data on Soviet static testing of large
engines ond stages in terms of both the charescteristices
of the facilities available sand the history of thelr use.
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